TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

INTRODUCTION ... 1-1
1.1 Trails in Chatham-Kent ... 1-1
111 POHCY CONEXT ooiiiiiiiitieie sttt st re e ste et nne s 1-2

1.2 Whatis @ MaSTer PIANT? ..ottt be e 1-3
1.3 THE StUAY PrOCESS .oiiiiiiciie ittt e e e et ree et e e te e ne e e nee e reeanee e 1-3
1.4 Organization Of thiS REPOI ....ceiiiiiiiiece e 1-5
THE NEED FOR A TRAILS MASTER PLAN ........oovvviiiiiinnn, 2-1
2.1  Keeping Pace with the Demand for TrailS ......cccccceeieiiiiiiie e 2-2
2.2 ViSION OF the PLAN ..cueeeiiieec e 2-2
2.3 GOl ANU ODJECTIVES ....veiiiiiiesiii ettt 2-3
2.4 The Benefits of Trails in Chatham-Kent..........ccooi i 2-3
2.4.1 Active Lifestyles-Healthy CitiZENS ........ccccveiiiiiiiiiic e 2-3

2.4.2 A Greener Chatham-Kent ... 2-4

2.5  Economic Development and TOUISM ....cooiiiiiiiiicir e 2-5
2.5.1 The Role of Trails in Chatham-Kent’s Tourism Strategy ........ccccoeerervrvrnnnnns 2-6
LEARNING FROM CHATHAM-KENT'S CITIZENS .................. 3-1
3.1  Consulting Other StakeholUerS.....uccviiiiiii e e 3-1
3.2 ON LINE SUINVEY oottt ettt et e be et e ste e sbeeraesre et 3-1
3.2. 1 SUIVEY RESUILS ..ttt 3-2

3.3 PUDIC OPEN HOUSE ... 3-9
THE TRAIL NETWORK PLAN oo, 4-1
A1 INEFOAUCTION ettt bbbttt sttt s 4-1
4.2 Network DevelOpPMENT PrOCESS .......coiiiiiiiiiiie it 4-1
4.3 INVENtOry @and ANAIYSIS ..ooviiiiee e 4-2
4.4 Guiding Principles for ROUte SEIECTION .....civiie i 4-6
441 Planning @nd DESIGN.....cccuiieieiiierie ettt 4-6

4,42 CUlUTAl HEFHTAQE ..ottt 4-7

4.4.3 Economic Development and TOUTISM........ccoviiirieieieie i 4-7

4.4.4 Natural Heritage and ENVIFONMENT .......ccoviiiiiiiiiecc s 4-7

4.45 Risk Management and Asset Management .......c.cccvevveveieeiecce e 4-8



5.0

45  The Trail Network HIErarChy .......ccooviiiiiiiie e 4-9
451 Municipal-wide SPiNe TrailS .....ccccoieiiiiiiiiiieee e 4-9

Y W o o | I 1 - UL 4-10

4.5.3 Special USE TrailS ..ccoiiiiiiiiiiee s 4-11

4.6 The Recommended Trail NEtWOTIK ......cccociiiiiiiie i 4-12
4.6.1 The Trans Canada Trail and the Tecumseh Parkway............cccceoevvieinnnnnn. 4-13
TRAIL DESIGNER’S TOOLBOX.......coiuevieeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeenens 5-1
5.1 ADOUL theSE GUIAEINES ...vviiieieiieee et 5-1
5.1.1 How to Use ThesSe GUIAEIINES ......ccocuiviiiiii e 5-1

5.2 Trail USErS @and NEEUS ....cuiiiii ettt ettt et te e te et e e tee e te e s ae e sneeenree s 5-2
B.2.1  PEAEBSIIIANS ..eiiieviee ittt ettt et e e e e e e tae e eaaee e 5-2

5.2.2  CYCIISES 1ttt 5-4

5.2.3 In-Line Skaters, Skateboarders and Non-Motorized Scooter Users............... 5-5

5.2.4 Al TErrain VENICIES ..oooiie it 5-5

5.2.5 EQUESTIANS ..oouiiiiiiiiiiii e 5-6

5.3  General DESIgN ParametrS......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiicie sttt sae et ae e 5-7
5.4 ACCESSIDITY ovivieiiiii s 5-10
5.5 PErSONAlI SECUTITY ..uviiiiiiiit it 5-12
5.6 Trail LIGNTING ovoeeiiiie ettt 5-13
5.7 TTAI TYPES ittt bbbttt 5-13
571 MURIEUSE TrailS cuviiiiiieii et 5-13

5.7.2 Boulevard Multi-USe TrailS ......ccoviiiiiiiiiie e 5-19

5.7.3 RaIS WIth TrailS . ..cociiiiiiiee it 5-21

574 WaEl ROULES wuvtiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt r e e e e e e e e e e s e s s e e e naaababaeaeeees 5-22

B5.7.5 ON-TOA ROULES ...cciviiiiceie ettt 5-23

5.8 TTAI CrOSSINGS .ooveiiiiiieiieieite ettt 5-27
5.8.1 Intersection Pedestrian Signals (IPS).......cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeee e 5-27

5.8.2 Pedestrian Refuge ISIands ... 5-28

TR S T VT oY gl = (o - Uo USRS 5-29

5.8.4  ACHVE RAIWAY ....ooviiiiiiiieeeee s 5-31

5.8.5 Farm Crossing of Abandoned Rail LINES .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiicici e 5-31

5.8.6  Gates and BarliBrS ...ciiiiiiiii et 5-32

5.9  Trail Structures for Off-road TrailS.......ccceeveiiiiiii e 5-34
5.9.1  BIAGES woiiiiiiiite ettt ettt rs 5-34

5.9.2 Underpasses and TUNNEIS ......coviiiiie it 5-35

5.9.3 Elevated Trailbeds and BOardWalKs ........cooooveriiiiiiiieee e 5-35



6.0

5.9.4  SWItChDACKS AN StAITS ..oeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 5-36

5.L0  SIONMAOE ottt 5-37
5.10.1 SIGN TYPES ittt 5-38

511 Trailheads and GAEWAYS .......cccoviiiiiiiiiecie sttt sre et es 5-39
T - V1 B £ =T o A= 5-40
5.12.1 Seating and RESTATEAS ......cuuiiiiieiieiii ittt 5-40

5.12.2 Washrooms and Waste ReCeptacles .........ccccovvviieiiiiiiiiiiceee e 5-40

5.12.3 BiCYCIE PArking ...ccveiiiiiiiiiiiee e 5-41

5.13 Trails in Natural Areas and Environmental BUffers ........ccccooeiiiiiccii i, 5-42
5.14  Utility Corridors and TrailS .....ccccuiiiiiiiiicie et 5-43
5.15 Trail Access and Active CONSIIUCTION ZONES ....ccveivviiirieiie et 5-43
5.16 Creating New Trails in Established Neighbourhoods.............cccoiiiiiiiii 5-44
5.17 Trails and New DeVvelOPMENT.......ccoiiiiiiic e 5-45
5.18 Trail Closures and Rehabilitation..........ccuviiiiiiiice e 5-46
THE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY ..o, 6-1
LS 70 A [0 14 o Yo 10 o1 4o SRS 6-1
6.2 Management of the Chatham-Kent Trail SYStem ........ccccccovviiiiiiiiciicice e 6-2
6.2.1 The Need for an Effective Organizational and Managment Structure............ 6-2

6.2.2 Working with Other Groups and AgeNCIS.......cccvvvereereiiieiie e 6-2

6.2.3 Management Models: An Environmental SCan ...........cccoevevviveiieiveie e 6-4

6.2.4 Chatham-Kent Active Communities Steering Committee (ACSC)..........c.c..... 6-7

(TR T N o =N 1= VT o] SRS 6-10
6.3.1 Rationale for Network Prioriti€S.....cccccveiieeiii i 6-10
6.3.1.1 General (Municipal-Wide) .........cccoriiiiiiiiii s 6-11

6.3.1.2 NOTth DISTIICT ..civiiiiiiei e 6-11

6.3.1.3 Central DISTICE c.vuviiiiiic it 6-13

6.3.1.4 SOULH DISEIICE ooivrieiiiii e 6-14

6.3.2 Further Considerations for Determining PrioritiesS.........c.ccoovvvviiviinenencnnnne 6-16
6.3.2.1 Off-road and On-road ROULES ........cccueviieiiiic i 6-16

6.3.2.2 Specific to On-road Cycling ROULES ........cccoovviiiiiiiiiccc 6-17

6.3.3  CONSIIUCTION COSIS .uiiiiiiiiiiiiiic et e et e e eneas 6-17

6.3.4 Other Sources of Funding for Implementation ...........ccccoovvviiiiiiiciciiienne 6-18

6.3.5 A Five-Step Network Implementation ProCess .........ccccocvvviiiiieiiiiiieiiiennens 6-21

6.3.6  The Network Management TOO!.......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiecc e 6-22

6.3.7 Network Maintenance and Risk Management.........cccccoovviiiiiniiicicicicnne 6-23

6.3.7.1 Approaching Trail MaiNtenanCe ..........cccceiveririiiniseceee s 6-24






